
This year we have been called in many ways 
and occasions to focus on the fact that 500 
years ago something important happened. 
In 1517, Martin Luther conveyed the society 
around him to a strategical turning point: 
what was taught and preached until that 
time about sin, grace and God’s judgement 
was wrong!
Martin Luther started a process that spread 
all around Europe and brought radical 
changes, arose difficult situations and chal-
lenging conditions about faith and life, 
whose effects are still resounding 500 years 
later: REFORMATION!!
Today the word doesn’t sound the same 
as at that time but we are aware that the 
Reformation process allowed us to be able 
to live our faith freely and safely, with almost 
no limitations. This doesn’t mean that we can 
forget the past, not at all! We want to con-
tinue to share with the coming generations 
about Reformation and let them understand 
the price that such liberty cost to those that 
started it. 
For this reason, the EUD Children’s Ministries 
leaders’ team worked hard to produce the 
Reformation pack for Children’s Sabbath.
Since last September, several churches are 
using and adopting this project. According 
the feedback we received children and adults 
really enjoyed it.  

The Hispanic SDA church in Geneva 
(Switzerland) was the first that run the pro-
cess and they have been asked to share their 
feelings and thoughts about this special cel-
ebration day.
Let’s see how children and adults lived it from 
the testimony of one of the participants.

(Elsa Cozzi, EUD CHM)

On Sabbath, September 23, the children of 
the Hispanic Adventist Church in Geneva 
had an extraordinary day. They had many 
activities and games while at the same 
time they discovered details about Martin 
Luther’s life.
Every year our church has a “Special 
Sabbath for Children”, and this time the 
EUD Children’s Ministries prepared a pro-
gram and material for the 500th anniver-
sary of the Reformation. So Martin Luther 
was the point of reference for a tour with 
different activities, so that the little ones 
could relive the most important moments 
of his life.
In the words of Saray Vega, Children’s 
Ministries Coordinator, “there was a before 
and an after Martin Luther. The sincerity he 
had toward himself, and the courage to de-
fend and make known the Truth are an ex-

Continue reading on page 2
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There are many ways to use the word “light”. Have 
you heard the saying, “As light as a feather”? What 
does “light” mean there? Right, it means “not 
heavy”. But if you say that something is light blue, 
you mean that it’s not dark. A light is also some-
thing you turn on when it is dark - it gives bright-
ness to everything.
In the Bible, “light” sometimes means “goodness” 
or “without sin”. And “darkness” means “evil” or “sin-
fulness”. 
“God is light” means God is full of goodness and 
holiness. There is no evil or sin in God. It is such a 
happy thing that God is good - all the time, every 
single part of Him.
But people aren’t like this, are they? They are not 
full of goodness. There is sin and evil in everyone’s 
heart. That is why we all need 
Jesus to give us new hearts - so 
that we love the light of His 
goodness.
Jehovah-Or shines His light 
into the dark evil of our 
hearts. He shows us His good-
ness and gives us a love for the 
light.

God’s Names:
Jehova-Or - The Lord is Light

EUD Children’s Ministries Newsletter
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2 CHM in the TED

Reformation Experience

ample  to be followed. It is wonderful to 
know his environment, the history and that 
these can become an inspiration for us.
With the goal to convey to the children the 
crucial moments of Luther’s life in a vivid 
way, the children were organized in groups. 
They received a “passport” and then were 
guided to different stations prepared by the 
leaders. In total, 34 children between 3 and 
10 years of age participated.
There were nine stations, among them 
Luther’s life as a student, the moment when 
he, while reading the Bible, discovered justi-
fication, his travel to Rome, his capture and 
refuge at the Wartburg Castle or the time 
when he translated the Bible into German.
At every station, the children received in-
formation about one important success 
that marked the life of this reformer, and 
then had different activities to “feel” the 
same. For example, the children used a 
bird feather and ink to understand what it 
meant to write the Bible. They also had the 
possibility to nail on the door of the Church 
of Wittenberg Castle their protests about 
things they would like to “reform” in their 
church.
Another touching example for them was to 
relive the moment of Luther’s capture and 
hiding in the castle. At this station, the chil-
dren wrote a secret message on a sheet of 
paper (with ink made of water and lemon 
juice), which they could read later on with 
the heat of a candle. Then, after passing a 
door of a castle, they had a competition 
with toy horses trying to catch up with 

Luther. At the end of each station, the kids 
received a stamp on their passport, so they 
had to finish the whole tour in order to have 
the passport completed.
Excitement from the beginning until the 
end, entertainment and a great lesson for 
their lives during over one hour. And joy 
that infected parents and all others who 
were present.
The worship service in the morning was also 
presented by the children, and we had mo-
ments of praise, videos, sketches… in one 
of which our pastor Leandro Lopez masked 
as Luther offered a masterful exposition of 
the consequences of the Reformation until 
now, and called us to a personal commit-
ment to the “5 Solas”.
Saray Vega stated: “To have a whole team 
of team leaders ready to work with our chil-
dren reaffirms the feeling of unity in our 
church. For me this is very enriching. And to 
see that the children enjoy and learn at the 
same time makes me really happy.”
How well states the motto of our church: 
“We are a big family sharing the desire to 
meet our Savior Jesus. Our purpose is to 
create dynamics based in Christian values 
to join all generations.

Felipe Rivera
Hispanic Church in Geneva, Switzerland

How many children are listed in your 
Division?
I could just guess but that wouldn’t be fair.  I 
have no idea because reporting is not one of 
the strong areas in our Division.  The numbers 
would not be correct.

Which countries belong to your division?
22 countries: Albania, Croatia, Slovenia, 
Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, United Kingdom, 
Ireland, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Norway, Netherlands, Poland, 
Serbia, Bosnia Herzegovina, Macedonia, 
Kosovo, Sweden.

Which activities are you doing for/with 
children?
What I love about our leaders is their creativ-
ity of thinking up all sorts of ways to get kids 
involved in the church, caring for them and lov-
ing them.  VBS, Messy Church, Music Festivals, 
Camps, Puppet Theatres, Super Sabbaths, Kidz 
Rallies, Carol Singing, Mandolin Lessons for 
Children, Plan of Salvation in 3D for Children, 
Magazines, Health Expos, an Internet program 
especially for children, Orchestra Camps, and 
much more.

What are your challenges?
Many different languages in the territory that 
require translation of material.

Which dreams and plans do you have?
To see each child in our Division doing some-
thing in the local church so that the kids feel 
the church is theirs and not just their parents.  
We sometimes wait too long to include our chil-
dren.  Then they leave and we wonder why

Which programs do you have for 2017/2018?
We are working on doing Vacation Bible School 
(VBS) differently. We want families to give up a 
week of their vacation to work in fields in our 
Division who need people to run VBS.  We have 
done a trial run and it worked out very well.  
The whole family said it was one of the best 
things they had ever done.

Which books would you recommend for 
reading?
Wes Stafford: Just a minute

Clair Sanches is married to John.  They have been mar-
ried for 31 years and have two sons.  Before coming to 
the Division as Children, Family and Women’s Ministries 
leader, she worked at the Netherlands Union.  As of the 
elections of 2015 she now has Children and Women.  
She loves knitting, doing crafts, reading and nature.

Jesus wants 
all of me

Just do it!
I know what God wants. So 
I’m going to get up and do 

it. I won’t put it off. I won’t be 
afraid. I won’t wonder, or worry, 

or look for God to give me a 
special message. I will trust 

Him. I will do it!

“Add to your faith virtue...”
2 Peter 1:5

CHM in the
Trans-European Division

from: O. Chambers, Jesus wants all of me. Barbour Publishing, Uhrichsville. Ohio, USA, 1999
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Out of the mouths of babes

In Synergy
Ten Reasons for Holding Intergenerational 

Worship Services in Your Church
From: K. Holford, Altogether Wonderful. Exploring Intergenerational Worship.

A young lad was becoming rather rest-
less during a church service. His moth-
er leaned down: “Sssh.” she said, “this is 

God’s House.”
 “Well,” said the boy, “if I were God, I’d 

move.”

Taken from Watts M., “Children on the Loose”, Mill Hill, London, 2001

Out of the 
mouths of 

babes...

Model and reflect God’s 
desire for us to worship and 
serve Him as a church family 

together - God’s family on 
earth.

Nurture the spiritual 
development of chil-

dren by actively involv-
ing them in the church 
services from a young 

age.

Provide a worship experience that 
meets the spiritual and learning needs 
of a larger proportion of your congre-

gation than traditional services, by 
incorporationg a balance of visual and 
kinesthetic experiences alongside the 

customary verbal activities.

Deepen each person’s under-
standing of the important Bible 

stories, themes and teaching 
in the Bible, by enriching their 

multisensory experience, so 
that their inspiration and learn-
ing is more deeply embedded 

in their memories and their 
lives.

Provide a worship experience that is 

as meaningful, valid and relevant to 

the 21st century context as any of 

the different and contextually-rele-

vant worship experiences described 

throughout the Bible.

Value our “made in the image of God” cre-
ativity in all its multi-faceted dimensions 

by celebrating the spiritual gifts, skills and 
talents of each person in the congregation, 

including the children, and by valuing effort, 
involvement and inspiration, above the need 

for perfect performances.

Develop and honor a spirit of generos-
ity, patience and humility, where every 

member values each other’s diversity of 
age, ability, education, culture, worship 
preferences, inspiration, spiritual devel-

opment, and learning styles, etc.

Provide an excellent and 
effective opportunity 
for evangelizing the 

families and people in 
your local community 

by providing interesting, 
creative and accessible 
worship experiences.

Give families the opportunity to 
experience fresh ways of worshipping 

together which may resource and 
enrich their own family worships.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 Name your own reason:
___________________
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Quick Relief for CHM Leaders

How do I get my church to consider Children’s Ministry to be important?

Parents who are kind and polite at home, while at the 
same time they are firm and decided, will see the same 
traits manifested in their children. If they are upright, 

honest, and honorable, their children will be quite likely to 
resemble them in these particulars. If they reverence and 
worship God, their children, trained in the same way, will 

not forget to serve Him also.
- Testimonies, vol. 5, pp. 319,320

Unfortunately many 
people believe that 
real spiritual teaching 
and learning don’t 
begin until a child 
reachers the teenage 
years. Thus, in many 
churches the youth 
ministries and adult 
ministries get far more 
attention than the 
children’s ministries. 
But that doesn’t mean 
there’s no hope for 
raising the visibility of 
the children’s ministry.
• Raise your 

church’s aware-
ness. Think about 
how you can market the children’s ministry to your 
church’s congregation. How can you get the word 
out about the important work the children’s minis-
try does?  Develop a plan to intentionally use your 
church newsletter to broadcast news about the chil-
dren’s ministry. Don’t use it just to report your needs; 
use it to tell about special events and fun activities 
your children are involved in.

• Expose church leadership to your ministry. Give 
your church leadership, including your pastor, a tour 
of your children’s ministry in action. You may be sur-
prised at what they don’t know. Ask for time during 
your church’s worship services to promote children’s 
ministry. If your church has a youth Sabbath that is 
usually devoted to the youth ministries, ask that the 
children’s ministries be included in the next one. Invite 

teachers to talk 
about their ex-
periences. In-
vite children to 
talk about their 
experiences in 
the children’s 
ministry. Show 
slides or video 
footage of spe-
cial times from 
your children’s 
ministry.
• Set up an 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
station. Ask 
permission to 
set up a chil-
dren’s ministry 

information station in a visible area of your church 
building. This can serve two purposes, first as a place 
visitors come with questions about children’s ministry 
and second as a place to highlight special events and 
help all the members of your church understand your 
children’s ministry.

• Make presentations. If your church offers adult ed-
ucation on Sabbath mornings, use that opportunity 
to make presentations to adults about the children’s 
ministry.

Taken and adapted from Beckwith I., Quick Relief for Children’s Ministry Leaders. Group Publishing Inc., Loveland, Colorado, USA, 1998

Roman Samborskyi/Shutterstock.com



5Children’s Questions & Answers

Out of the mouths of babesTime Alone with God

Standing for the Truth

Has anyone picked on you because you are a Christian? 
Read about a man who stood up for Christ even when his 
enemies picked up stones in Acts 6:8-15, 7:1, 51-60.

Think About It
• A Christian martyr speaks boldly 

about Jesus but is persecuted, 
or killed, for his or her faith. 
How did Stephen fit this de-
scription?

• Stephen’s belief that Jesus 
is the Christ and his love for 
God gave him strength to 
speak boldly. When have you 
told others about Jesus?

Go deeper
Read Psalm 42:10-11; Acts 6:1-7; 7:1-50, 
Colossians 4:3-6; 2 Timothy 4:2.

Prayer Starter
Decide how you would like to tell people the truth about 
Jesus (for example, when they ask why you go to church, 

why you believe God created everything, 
etc.). Pray for the opportunity to speak the 
truth and help to stand firm when some-
one asks about or makes fun of your faith.

Facts and Fun
Today there are a lot of Christians in 
countries such as China, India, or Iran, 
where Christianity is not accepted. Ask 
a grown-up to help you find out about 

some of these people. Pray for them or 
write to them and encourage them.

Question: Why do still so many people translate the Bi-
ble?

Answer: First, the Old Testament was written in Hebrew, 
and the New Testament in Greek. If the Bible had never 
been translated, only those people who can read the old 
Hebrew and Greek could understand the Bible today. 
Fortunately, during the years men and women took the 
time to translate the Bible into other languages, including 
English, so that it can be read in nearly every language. 
But there are still peoples who do not have the Bible in 
their language - some of these peoples don’t even have a 
written language. First someone would need to write their 
language before they could read God’s Word. Then some-
one would need to translate the Bible with these words, 
so they could read it. Can you imagine there was no Bi-
ble in your language - how could you read it? God wants 
us to bring Jesus’ message to every person on earth, and 
that means to translate the Bible into every language that 
exists. That’s why there are still people who translate the 
Bible.

Key Text
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.”
Matthew 28:19-20

Additional Texts
Isaiah 6:8; 1 Timothy 4:13

Taken from: Veerman, D. et al.: 102 Questions que les enfants se posent au 
sujet de la Bible. Éditions Bérékia, Montréal, Canada, 1999

CHILDREN’S QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Taken from: Dall, J. et al.: My Time with God. Tyndale House Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois, USA, 2000

Lincoln Rogers/Shutterstock.com



6 Impressions from Geneva

Activity Report: Chilren’s Sabbath on Reformation

I think it was a very good Sabbath, at least that’s the feedback from everyone (chil-
dren and adults).
We made it an intergenerational worship. At first, we had a rally with the kids from 
age 8-15 with the pictures. For that, I had placed all the pictures and info in our church 
and we got information about Luther. Two adolescents, dressed as people from the 
middle Ages, were helping, and one of them even knew “Our Father” in Latin. That 
showed the kids the necessity and importance of the Bible translation. (The pictures 
stayed were they were, so the adults could read them, and will be there also for the 
next Sabbath.) The little ones (age 4-7) also had children’s service and learned about 
Luther and the Bible.
After that we had the sermon with everyone, kids and adults. The story for children 
was about Luther and the Bible, presenting the Bible as a treasure (which was good 
also for the adults). This helped the kids to understand the sketches, which were 
done with disguise and medieval scenery. The sermon itself was on “Justified by 
Faith”, and we sang hymns written by Luther.
I adapted the material to the situation of our church, but that is how it is meant: ev-
eryone takes and uses what he/she can use.
I can only recommend this to every church. It gives awareness on Reformation and 
its meaning, also for us. It would be a pity if a church didn’t do anything, because it 
is an opportunity.

              Gudrun Gattmann
         North German Union

October 28, in a church in Germany...
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Out of the mouths of babesImpressions from the Reformation Experience in Geneva

Children’s
Sabbath:

Stand & Shine

2017 - Year of Reformation 
(500 years)

Special Material for 
Children’s Sabbath has been 

prepared and translated 
into some languages of EUD 

territory.
If you are interested, please 

contact us.
Some churches have 

already made the 
experience - and were 

thrilled!
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ON THE TRACK OF
THE REFORMERS

EUD  -   Inter-European Division

2017
EUD
Children´s 
Sabbath



Upcoming Events

Object Talk

8 Upcoming Events

Application
The chameleon is an interesting little lizard. If you watch him carefully, 
you will see that he changes color to blend in with the colors around 
him. Most people believe that he does this for protection; enemies can’t 
hurt him if they can’t see him.
I can’t help but think how much we are alike that little lizard. We want 
to blend in with everything and everyone around us. So often it is very 
important to wear clothes similar to others, and act like those we are 
with. Like the chameleon, we often change to match those we think are 
cool. We talk one way when we are at church, and another way when we 
are with friends who don’t go to church.
One way to show we are growing up is to choose to do right no matter 
what. Some things are wrong. We always have a choice. We can say no 
when we’re asked to do things we know are wrong. We can choose to 
believe what the Bible tells us rather than go along with those who don’t 
know what the Bible says. At first, you may think that it’s easier to be one 
of the crowd, and go along with what others do. But you will find that 
the more you take a stand for what’s right, the more God will strengthen 
you. Soon, standing alone feels good, because we know we’re doing the 
right thing.
So don’t be tempted, like the chameleon, to try and match those you are 
with. We are called by God to be different.

Prayer
Lord, help us always to make the right choice, even when it means we 
stand out from the crowd. Amen.

Theme: Nonconformity

Object: Chameleon (can be a 
picture

Text: “That is the way we should live, 
because God’s grace has come. That 
grace can save every person. It teach-
es us not to live against God and not 
to do the evil things the world wants 
to do. That grace teaches us to live on 
earth now in a wise and right way - a 
way that shows that we serve God.”

Titus 2:11-12

2017 - Year of Reformation
(500 years)
Special Material for Children’s 
Sabbath is ready and we are 
waiting to receive
your translation

November 17-19
CHM Training Course
Sofia, Bulgaria

November 24-26
CHM Training Course
Collonges, France

2019
September 18-22
Convention in cooperation with
Children’s, Family, Shepherdess and 
Women’s Ministries

Last but not least:
material on Martin Luther

Object 
Talk:

Standing 
Out

Taken from: Kokmeyer, V.: Object Talks for any day. Standard Publishing, Cincinnati, Ohio, USA, 2001

Special for German Speaking People
A series on Reformation started on Friday, February 3, 
2017. Every Friday (18:00), Saturday (14:30), Sunday 
(9:30) and Wednesday (18:00), one episode will be 

SERIENSPEZIAL 
ZUR GESCHICHTE 
DER REFORMATION

95
THESEN

Mit Fribonius
Maximilian 
Balthasar

von Einzahn 
und Dominik

Mit Fribonius
Maximilian 
Balthasar

von Einzahn 
und Dominik

Hallo du,
ich bin neugierig. Sehr 
neugierig. Du vielleicht 
auch? Ich stecke meine 
Holzwurmnase überall 
rein. Neues und Un-
bekanntes ist einfach 
aufregend. Neulich 
habe ich „Reformation“ 
entdeckt. Nein, das ist 
nichts zum Essen, das 
ist ein riesiges Ereignis 
vor vielen Jahren gewe-
sen. Da haben Martin 
Luther und andere näm-
lich entdeckt, dass in 
der Kirche gewaltig was 
schieflief. Und dass die 
Kirche den Menschen 
Märchen erzählte, die 
gar nicht in der Bibel 
standen. 

Zum Beispiel: Wer einen 
Fehler macht, muss 
Geld bezahlen, damit 
Gott ihn wieder mag. 
Aber das stimmt nicht. 
Gott verzeiht jedem, 
der ihn darum bittet. 
Es gibt echt spannende 
Geschichten über die 
Reformation. Die muss 
ich dir unbedingt erzäh-
len. Hast du Lust?

Bis dann, dein Fribo

www.fribos-dachboden.de

SOLA SCRIPTURA

SENDEZEITENFreitags: 18:00 UhrSamstags: 14:30 UhrSonntags: 09:30 UhrMittwochs: 18:00 Uhr

START
3. Februar 2017
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Saurer, A. & Albers, U.: SMartin 
Luther. A Monk Changes the World 
(Comic)
What is so unique about Martin Luther 
that he is still talked about after 500 
years?
As a simple, lowly monk he realized that 
something was fundamentally wrong 
with the all-powerful church. Martin Lu-
ther risked his life for what he believed 
and refused to give in to the highest au-

Episodes can be watched online on
www.fribos-dachboden.de

broadcasted. 
The themes 
are about the 
Waldensians, 
John Wycliff, 
John Hus, 
Martin Luther 
and others. 

thorities, remaining true to his conscience. Martin Luther paved the 
way for religious freedom and encouraged active opposition to false 
claims. Certainly, he had human weaknesses. Yet, his brave defiance 
of authority forms the bedrock of every free way of life.
Available through Amazon

Luther rose (Stone puzzle)
The Luther rose was the seal 
with which Martin Luther once 
sealed his letters.
The cross symbolizes Jesus Christ 
as the central point of the faith. 
The message of the Gospel can 
be perceived above all with the 

heart; it is a symbol of faith, It stands in a rose as a symbol of com-
fort and hope, surrounded by joy.
Everything is enclosed in a ring which symbolizes infinity and eter-
nity.
Available on www.ankerstein.de

Martin Luther (Playmobil figure)
Special edition for the 500th anniversary of the Refor-
mation. Available through Amazon.
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